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Char act eristics & Elements
of Profession-Based Learning

Problem-Based Project -Based Profession-Based

Time Frame

Relationsh ip

Numb er of 
Part ici pant s

Curriculum T ype

Focus

Skill Typ e

Meth od of 
Assignment

Method  of
Assesment

Example

Short, withi n one to
two class periods

Stud ent & tea cher

Individu al effort,
typic ally not a
tea m activit y

“ Off the s hel f,” not
always cus tomi zed

Developed  from
lecture content

Single techni c al skill,
lower ra nge of

Bloom’s Taxonomy

“Turn in” work

No rub ric; objective
evalu a tion wit h

emp hasis on p ublic
p resenta tion of

recommendat ion
to client

A lease/bu y p roble m
req uiring the us e

of Excel

Longer, will req uire
several c lass periods
over several weeks

Individu al or tea m
effort, ca n be

orga nized  either way

“ Off the s hel f” or
customi zed , ca n be

orga nized  either way

Can be on a
simulated  real-worl d

p roble m

Mul tiple techni c al &  
soft skills – middle
range of Bloom’ s

Taxonomy

“Turn in” work

Rubric -base d
subjective evalu a tion

Alleviat ing poverty  in
the local communi ty

Stud ent & tea cher

Longer, will req uire
working in and  out

of class o ver
several weeks

Team effort, group s
of three s tud ents

op tima l

Orga nized  by 
the client

Orga nized  by 
the client

Real p roblem(s) wit h
solutions tha t coul d
be implemented  by 

the client

Mul tiple techni c al &
soft skills – high ra nge
of Bloom’s Taxonomy

with emp hasis on 
cri tcal thi nking

Differentiated , p romote
op tions for stud ents

to choos e

Differentiated ,
subjective evalu a tion

Developing a  social
media stra tegy  for a

new  non-profi t
orga niza tion

Stud ent & client
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